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UNCLOS Article 86
Application of the provisions of this Part

The provisions of this Part apply to all parts of the sea that are not included in
the exclusive economic zone, in the territorial sea or in the internal waters of a 
State, or in the archipelagic waters of an archipelagic State. This article does not 
entail any abridgement of the freedoms enjoyed by all States in the exclusive 
economic zone in accordance with article 58.





UNCLOS Article 87 (1)
Freedom of the high seas

1. The high seas are open to all States, whether coastal or land-locked. 
Freedom of the high seas is exercised under the conditions laid down by 
this Convention and by other rules of international law. It comprises, 
inter alia, both for coastal and land-locked States:
(a) freedom of navigation;

(b) freedom of overflight;

(c) freedom to lay submarine cables and pipelines, subject to Part VI;

(d) freedom to construct artificial islands and other installations permitted under 
international law, subject to Part VI;

(e) freedom of fishing, subject to the conditions laid down in section 2;

(f) freedom of scientific research, subject to Parts VI and XIII
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UNCLOS Article 91 (1)
Nationality of ships

1. Every State shall fix the conditions for the grant of its nationality to 
ships, for the registration of ships in its territory, and for the right to 
fly its flag. Ships have the nationality of the State whose flag they 
are entitled to fly. There must exist a genuine link between the 
State and the ship.

…



UNCLOS Article 92
Status of ships

1. Ships shall sail under the flag of one State only and, save in exceptional 
cases expressly provided for in international treaties or in this Convention, 
shall be subject to its exclusive jurisdiction on the high seas. A ship may not 
change its flag during a voyage or while in a port of call, save in the case of a 
real transfer of ownership or change of registry.

2. A ship which sails under the flags of two or more States, using them 
according to convenience, may not claim any of the nationalities in question 
with respect to any other State, and may be assimilated to a ship without 
nationality.



UNCLOS Article 94 (1, 3 &5)
Duties of the flag State

1. Every State shall effectively exercise its jurisdiction and control in 
administrative, technical and social matters over ships flying its flag. 

…

3. Every State shall take such measures for ships flying its flag as are necessary 
to ensure safety at sea; 

…

5. In taking the measures … each State is required to conform to generally 
accepted international regulations, procedures and practices and to take any 
steps which may be necessary to secure their observance.



UNCLOS Article 98 (1)
Duty to render assistance

1. Every State shall require the master of a ship flying its flag, in so far as he can 
do so without serious danger to the ship, the crew or the passengers:

(a) to render assistance to any person found at sea in danger of being lost;

(b) to proceed with all possible speed to the rescue of persons in distress, if informed of 
their need of assistance, in so far as such action may reasonably be expected of him;

(c) after a collision, to render assistance to the other ship, its crew and its passengers and, 
where possible, to inform the other ship of the name of his own ship, its port of registry 
and the nearest port at which it will call.



UNCLOS Article 101 (a)(i)
Definition of piracy

Piracy consists of any of the following acts:

(a) any illegal acts of violence or detention, or any act of depredation, 
committed for private ends by the crew or the passengers of a private ship or a 
private aircraft, and directed:

(i) on the high seas, against another ship or aircraft, or against persons or property on 
board such ship or aircraft

… 

[but see 1988 SUA Convention ]



UNCLOS Article 110 (1)
Right of visit

1. … [A] warship which encounters on the high seas a foreign ship, … , is not 
justified in boarding it unless there is reasonable ground for suspecting that:

(a) the ship is engaged in piracy;

(b) the ship is engaged in the slave trade;

(c) the ship is engaged in unauthorized broadcasting and the flag State of the warship has 
jurisdiction under article 109;

(d) the ship is without nationality; or

(e) though flying a foreign flag or refusing to show its flag, the ship is, in reality, of the same 
nationality as the warship



UNCLOS Article 111
Right of hot pursuit

1. The hot pursuit of a foreign ship may be undertaken when the competent 
authorities of the coastal State have good reason to believe that the ship has 
violated the laws and regulations of that State. … [T]he pursuit may only be 
undertaken if there has been a violation of the rights for the protection of which 
the zone was established.

2. The right of hot pursuit shall apply mutatis mutandis to violations in the 
exclusive economic zone or on the continental shelf, …

3. The right of hot pursuit ceases as soon as the ship pursued enters the 
territorial sea of its own State or of a third State.


